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RECEIVED & INSPECTED
Federal Communications Comrmission FEB 3 2004
Office oi:ij the Secretary
445 — 12" Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554 FCC - MAILROOM
To Whorna It May Coneern,

Please consider this an official letter of appeal for the deadline date for Form 471 of the USAC
(Universal Service Admimstration Company) The reason and specific request for this appeal
follows.

Docket No. 02-6
Waiver Request

Last year my school, Minnesota Transitions Charter School, applied for an E-Rate grant within
the given guidelmes of dates. This grant was for the funding year 07/01/2003-06/30/2004. For a
long period of time nothing was heard from our request. In approximately August of 2003 we
were contacted by the USAC requesting additional information for the grant, This infortnation
was supplied in a tmely manner, When contacted by phone, the reviewer stated that the
information had been received, the review completed, and we (the school) should be hearng
about results mn a very few weeks. In approximately October e second contact from the USAC
was made from a new person asking for additional informaton for grant cornpetinon. Thas
information was again submtted I a2 imely manner. Contact was made with thas person and he
stated that he had competed the zeview, had no information on its status, but that typically we
would hear about funding within a very few weeks. Follow up phone calls to the service desk
stated that we should keep taps on the status of our request on-line. ‘When asked about filing a ‘
new form 470, we were informed we should most likely wait until we had information about the
current request Perhaps the person misunderstood the question.

On January 26™, 2004 I found 1 my mailbox an envelope from the USAC. The letter contsined
wrthin stated that our funding reguest was denjed based on “the category of service was changed
from Internet Access to Internal Commections i accordance with program rules and 30% or more
of this FRN includes a request for desktop ¢lients & monitors which 1s an ineligible product (s)
based on program rules.” We understand and accept this decision. However, because of
imformation told (o us over the phone, and the long delay in receiving information about our
request, we did not apply for a new e-rate grant (Form 470) by the required date. When the letter
was received I did attempt to go on-lne for a8 new request (this still would have been out of the
date guideline) but cornputer problems at my work made filling out the form impossible.

In addition, our tech person took another job and we did not have a fullime person to replace him
that was completely familiar with our system until this week (This weel).

All this bemg sad, today, February 3, 2004, we dud file a form 470 wth the USAC, Given the 23
day requirement before filing a Form 471, we shall be sigmficantly outside the window for
funding requests. We are therefore asking, based on the above information, & walver for the form
471 filing with the USAC. We shall be flling a Form 471 and any additional forms directly after
the 28 day tirme period. Thank you for your time and consideration.

- / W AV
Douglas H. Amos, Ph.D.
Durector of Technology, Minnesota Transition School
2872 26™ Ave. South

Minneapolis, MN 53406
612-722-9013
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Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libranes Division.

EUNDING COMMITMENT DECISICN LETTER
(Funding Year 2003: £7/01/2003 - Q&/30/2004)

January 20, 2004

MINNESOTZ TRANSIIIONS CHARTER
DOUGLAS AMOS

2526 27TH AVE 5

MINNEAPOLIS, M 55406-1310

Re: Form 471 Application Number: 323596
Funding Tear 2003: 07/01/2003 - 06/30/2004
Billed Entity Number: 64286
Applicant's Form Identifier: 1001

Thank yeu for your Funding Year 2003 E-rate application and for any asslstance you
provided throughout our review. Here is the current status of the funding request(s)
featured i1n the Funding Commitment Report at the end of this letter.

- The amount, 5442,480.9% 1s "Denied".

Please refer to the Funding Commitment Report on the page following this letter for
specific funding request decisions and explanations.

NEW FOR FUNDING YEAR 2003

The lmportant Reminders and Demdlines immediately precedang thys letter are provided
to assist vou throughout the application process.

NEAT STEPS

- Revaew Lechnology planning redquirements

- Reviey CIPA Reguirements

- File Form 486

- Invpice the SLD using the Form 474 (service providers) or Form 472 (Billed Entity)

FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT

on the pages following this letter, we have provided = Funding Commaitment Report for the
Form 471 application cited above. The enclosed report includes a list of the Eunding
Reguest Number(s) (FRNs) from your application. The SLD 1s also sending this information
to vour service provider (s} so preparations can be made to begin implementing your E-rate
discount(s) upon the £iling of your Form 486. Immediately preceding the Funding Commitment
Report, you will find a guide that defines cach line of the Report.

TO AFFEAL THIS DECISION:

I[f you wish to appeal the desigion indacated in this letter, your appeal must be
POSTMARKED wathin 60 days of the above date opn this letter. Farlure to meet this
requirement will result in automatic dismissal of your appeal. In your letter of
appeal:

1. Include the name, address, telephone number, fax number, and &-mail address
{1f available) for the person who can most readily discuss this appea] with us.

2. State outright that your letter i1s an appeal. Identify which Funding Commitment

Box 125 - Correspondence Unir, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey, 07981
Visit ug onhpe at  www sl untversalservice.org
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DEClSLOHéS) Fou ars aggeallng. Indicate the relevant funding vear and the date

of the FCDL.” Your letter of appeal must also 1nclude the Billed Entity HWame, the

Eggg ¢71 Application Number, and the Billed Entity Number from the tap of your
er.

L

. When explalning your aﬁpeal, copy the lan?uage or_text from the Funding Commatment
Report that 1s at the heart of your appeal, £o allow the SLD te¢ more readll{
understand your appeal and raspond appropriately. Please keep your letter tao the [
point, and provide documentation to support yeoutb appeal. Be sute to keep copies
o, your correspondence and documentation,

4. Provide an authorized signature on your letter of appeal.

If you are submitting Eoup abpeal on gaper, please send your apgeal to: Letter of Appesl,
Schogls and Libraries Divisien, Box 125 - Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road,
Whappany, NJ 07981, Additicnal options for £1ling an appeal can ke found in the "Appeals
Procedure" posted in the Reference Area of the SLD web site or hy cgnpactlng_the Client
Service Bureau. We enicourage the use of either the e-mail or fax filing opiions.

While wWe encourage you te resolve {our appeal with the SILD farst, you have the option
of f:iling an appeal directly with the Federal Comuunications CommlsSsion (FCC&. ou
should refer to CC Docket N&. 02-6 on the first page of {our aggeal te the FCC. Your
appeal must be POSTMARKED waithin 60 days of the abdve date on 18 letter. Failure to
meet this reguirement will result in automatic dismarssal of your apgeal. If vou are
submitting zour apgeal via United States Postal Service, senit to: CC, Office of the
Secretary, 445 l2th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554. Further information and optlons
for f£1lihg an appeal directly with thé FCC can be found in the "Apgeals Procedure’
osted in the Regerence Area’ cf the SLD web site or by contacting the Client Service
urean. Wa strongly recommeand that you use either the e-mall or fax filing gptions.

NOTICE ON RULEE &ND FUNDS AVAILABILITY

Agpllcants' rece;@t of funding commitments 1is contingent on their compliance with all

5 atutorg, requlatory, and procedural requirements of the Schools and Libraries Universal
Service Bupport Mechanism. Ag licants who have received funding commitments continue

te be subject to audits and other reviews that the SLD and/or the FCC may undertake
periccically te assure that funds that have been committed are being used in accordance
with all sutk requirements  The SLD may be required to reduce or cancel fundlng
commitments that 'were not issued in accordance with such reguirements, whether due to
action or anagtion, including but not limited to that by the 5LD, the applicant, or the
service provider. The SLD, and other approgrlatg authorities (including but not limited
to USAC and the FOC), may pursue enforcement actions and other means of recourse to
collact errenecusly disbursed funds. The tlmln% of pavment of ipvoices may alsc be
affected by the availability of funds based on the amount of funds collected from
contributing telecomminications companies.

Echools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

FCDL/8¢hools and Libraries Division/USAC Fage Z of & 01/20/2004
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2 GUIDE TO THE FUNDING COMMITMENT REFPORT

2 report for sach E-rate funding request from {our application 1s attached te this
letter We are providing the feollowing defimitions for the items in that repart,

g?H¥h47éLgPPLICATION NUMBER: The unague identifier assigned to a Form 471 application
8 . .

FUNDING REQUEST NUMBER {FRN): A Funding Request Number is asslgned by the SLD to each
Block % of vour Form 471 onCe an applicatidn has been processed. This nunmber is used
to repert to Aggllcants and Service Providers the status of individual disceunt funding
ragquasts submitted on a Form 471.

EUNDING STATUS: Each FRN will have one cf the following definitions:

1. An FRN that 15 "Funded" will be approved at the level that the SLD determined
5 approgrxate for that item. The funding level will generally be the level
requested unless tChe SLD determines durind the applicafion review process that
some adjustment 1s appropriate.

2  An FRN that is "Not Funded" 15 one for which ne funds will be committed, The
reason for the decision will be briefly explained in the "Funding Commzitment
Decision, and amplification of that explanation may be offered in the section,
Trunding Commitment Decision Explanation.” An ERN hay be "Not Funded" because
the reglest does not comply with program rules, or becadse the total amount of
funding availabkle for this Funding Year was insufficient to fund all redquests,

3. An FRN that 1s "2s Yet Unfunded" reflects a temporar{ status that is assigned to
an FRN when the 3LD is uncertain at the time the letter Ls generated whether
there will be sufficrent funds to make commitments for reguasis for Iptarnal
Connections at a particular discount level., For erxample, "af your application
included reguests for discounts on both Telecommunicationsy Services and Internal
Connectlons, zqu might Teeeive a letter with funditlg commitments for ¥our
Talecommunicatlong Services fupding reguests and a message that your Internal Connectior
reguests are "As Yet Upfunded.” You would receive one or more subsgguent letters
redarding the funding decision on your Internal Cennections reguests.

SERVIE%% ORDERED: The type of service ordered frem the service provider, as shown on
Eorm .

SPIN (Service Provider Identificatlon Number): A unique tiumber assigned by the
Universal Service Administrative Company to Service providers seeking payment from
the Universal Service Fund for participating in the universal serviceé support
mechanisms A 8PIN is also used to verify delivery of sarvices and to arrange faor
paymant,

SERVICE PROVIDER NAME: The legal name of the se¢rvice provader.
CONTRACT NUMBER: The number of tha contract between the eligible party and the

servig$lprov1der. This will be present only 1f a contract Aumber was proviced on
Form 4

BILLING ACCOUNT NUMBER: The account number that your service provider has established
with you for billing Eurposes. This will be prefent oply 1f a2 Billing 2ccount Number
was provided on Forfm 471,

EARLIEST POSSIBLE EFFECTIVE DATE OF DISCOUNT: The first possible date of service for
which the SLD will reimpurse service providers for the discounte for the service,

CONTRACT EXPIRATION DATE. The date the contract explres.
if @ contract explLration date was provided onm Form 471.

SITE IDENTIFIER. The Entity Number listed in Form 471, Block 5, Irem 22a will ke
listed. Thiz will appear only for ''site specific’ FRNs.

ANNUAL PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT FOR ELIGIBLE RECURRING CHARGES: Eligible month%y
pre-dzscount amount approved for rscurring charyges multiplied by number of months
of recurring service provided in the funding year.

ANNUAL FRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT FOR ELIGIBLE NON-RECURRING CHARGES: Annual eligible
non-recurring chargas approved for the funding year.

PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT: Amount in Form 471, Block 5, Ttem 23I, as determined through
the application review progess.

This will be present ohly

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division USAC Page 3 of b 01/20/2004
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FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT

Form 471 application Number. 38359¢

Funding Reguest Number: 1057472 Funding Status: Not Funded

Services QOrdered: Internal Connections

SPIN: 143025248 Service Provider Name: Mytech Partners, Inc.
Copntract Number: MN1500037¢ .

Billing Account Nupber: 5126595800

Earlis3t Possible Effectaive Date of Discount: 07/01/2003

Centract Expiratign Date: 06/30/2004

S1te Identifier: 64286

Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Recurring Charges: £.00

Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring harges: 5491 ,645.54
Pra-discount Amount: $4%1,645 5&

Discount Percentage Approved by the SLD: N/&

Funding Commitment Decision: $0,00 - Inel. sves./ or product(s)

Funding Commitment Decisicn Explanation: The catesgory of service was changed from
internat Access to Internal Cornections in accordance with pru%ram rules and 30% or
more of this EBRN includes a request for desktop clients & monitors whach is an
ineligible product(s)based on program rules.

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Davision/USAC Page 5 of & 01/20/2004
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IMPCORTANT REMINDERS & DELDLINES

Date: January 20, 2904
471 : 3g35%e
BEN : 64286

The following information is provided to_ assist you_ throughout the application process.
We recommend that zou keep 1t 1n an easily aceessible leocadtion and that you share it
with the appropriate members of your orgahizatlon.

FORM 486 DEADLINE - The Form 486 must be postmarked no later than 120 days after ths
Service Start Date you report on the Form 4686 or no later than 120 days after the date
of the Fundln? Commitment Decigsion Letter, whichever 1s later.  If yol are reguired to
have a Technology Plan, you nust indicate the SLD Certaified Technology Approver wha
approved your plan anc you must retaip documentation of your monitoring of the progress
toward your stated goals

CHITDREN'S INTERNET PROTECTION ACT (CIPA) - If FY2003 1s your Third Funding ‘Year for the
purpeses of CIPA and_you agply for Internet Access or Internal Conmecticns, you must he
in compliance with CIPA and cannot reEuest a waaver. The Supreme Court may lssue an
opinltn in July 2003 changing the CIFA requirements - watch the SLD web sile.

INVOICE DEADLINE - Involces must be postmarked no later than 120 ddys after the last date
to regeive service - including extensions - or 120 days after the date of the Form 486
Notification Letter, whichevef 1s later. Invoices shéuld not he submitted until the
anvoleed groducts and services have been delivered and billed, and (for BEAR Forms)

the provider has been paid.

OBLIGATION TOQ PAY NON-DISCOUNT FORTION - 3pplicants are reguired to pay the non-disgount
ortion of the cost of the products and/or services service ErDVLders are required Lo

111 apgllcants for the neon-discount poriion. The FCC has stated that reguiring applicants
to pag heir share ensures efficlency and accountapility in the program. "If you are using.
2z tradas-in as part of your non-discount portion, please refer to the SLD web site.

RETAIN DOCUMENTATION - Agpllcants and service providers must retainh documentaticn,

rncluding but not limited to, documents showang: |

- complidnce with all appligable competitive bidding reguirements,

- products ind/gﬁ seryices delivered (e.g., customel bills detailing make, model
and serial number),

- resources nacessaty to make effective use of E-rate discounts, including the
Eurchase of eaulpment such as workstatlons not ellglble for support,

- the specific Iocation of each item of E-rate funded eguipment,” and

- the applicant has paid the nop-discount portign. )

These documents must be retained and avallable for review for 5 years,

FREE SERVICES ADVISCRY - Applicants and service grcvmders are prohibited from using the
Schoels and Libraries Support Wechanism to subsidize the procurement of ineligible or
unre%uasted preducts and services, or from E?rthlpatlﬂ% in

efie ttoilp§OVLd1ng a discount level to applicants greafer t
are enti ad.,

arrangements that have tha

han that to which applicants

Complete program information is posted to the Scheels and Libraries Divisaon (SLD) web
site a2t WWW.Sl. universalservice érg. Information is also available by contacting the
SLD cClient Service Bureau by e-mail at question@universalssrvice.ory, by fay at

1-888-276-8736 or by phone at 1-888-203-8100.
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DISCOUNT FERCENTAGE AFPROVED BY THE S1D: This 15 the discount rate that the SLD has
approved for this service

FUNDING COMMITMENT DECISION: This represents the total amount of funding that the SLD
has reserved to reimburse service providers for the approved discounts for this

service for this funding year It is important that you .and the servige Brovider
poth recognize that the § chould be 1nveiced and thé SLD may direct dis

: - ursement
of discounts only for eligible, approved services actually refidered.

EUNDING COMMITMENT DECISTON EXPLANATION: This entry may amplify the comments in the
PFunding Commitment Deciston' area.

FCDL/Schoels and Libraries Davision/USAC Page 4 of 5 01,/20/2004



